
December 21, 2023

RE: HEALTH, SAFETY CONCERNS, MISMANAGEMENT & DISCRIMINATION at NEW
ROOTS COMMUNITY FARM

Dear City of San Diego Councilmembers,

We are reaching out to you regarding a very timely and sensitive matter regarding a City of San Diego
real estate asset that directly affects many San Diego community members. The New Roots
Community Farm is a coalition of community farmers that have been cultivating and growing a small
piece of City of San Diego owned land at 5326 Chollas Parkway N, San Diego, CA 92105 for over the
past decade. A representative group of the farmers is extremely concerned at the management of the
City land of the New Roots Farm and of the treatment of many of the farmers by the purported
“manager” or “administrator” of the City plot. We have not been able to learn whether the City Heights
Community Development Corporation (CDC), who is acting as the “administrator” and indeed
attempting to enter into “leases” with the tenant farmers, has any actual legal authority over the city plot.
Requests for information regarding the source and scope of CHCDC’s authority, as well as the
management of the funds collected from donors to New Roots have been met with stonewalling, lack of
transparency, and even retaliation through threats of eviction of indigent farmers from the community’s
most vulnerable groups who have worked the land for over a decade and rely on it for their health and
financial well-being.

Because the community members who farm at New Roots are mostly new immigrants from poor,
impacted and protected classes, many who do not speak English or Spanish (the only language the CDC
members who deal with the farmers speak), they are especially vulnerable to intimidation tactics. In
addition to the CDC withholding basic requests for information about the CDC’s role and its use of
funds and donations, and concerns over the maintenance of the New Roots farm and treatment of
farmers, we are informed of fear-mongering that the CDC is engaging in by threatening community
members that they may lose the plot of land which for many years has been their only subsistence if they
do not sign immediately a lease which many of the members cannot read or understand – or in many
instances afford the increasing plot fees.

If the CDC is acting on behalf of the City of San Diego, we are concerned that it is putting the City and
residents of San Diego in legal liability over the CDC management of the New Roots Farm and
treatment of some of the farmers. Specifically:

● Property Mismanagement:
●Using coercion and intimidation to pressure farmers to sign leases and waivers of liability

written in language that members do not speak under the name of CHCDC;
● The exercise of authority over the land by CHCDC in spite of not having a lease or any

legal authority over the land for over 7 years;
●Absence of documented agreements for farm authority/management, including refusing

to provide proof of a current lease with the City of San Diego;
● Improper care of the common areas, including the restroom facilities; and
●Absence of proof of insurance

●Negligence and Transparency Concerns:
● Failure to address safety, theft, injury, and disability access issues.
● Failure to provide promised support for the farmers for marketing their produce;
●Alarming absence of records post-2008 in the Public Records Act regarding project



permit renewal, indicating negligence;
●Absence of proof of donated funds to New Roots through the CHCDC being used for the

benefit of farmers; and
● Failure to provide sufficient audit and/or financial accountability documentation upon

request.
●Discrimination and Favoritism:

●Discriminatory practices favoring specific individual farmers and groups based on
ethnicity/national origin and religion over others, and specifically targeting Black
African-Americans, Muslim and other minority refugee groups.

●Unequal resource distribution and access to information, favoring English and Spanish
speakers; and

●Making arbitrary and capricious policies without support of farmers intended to
discriminate against families of the farmers who work the farm.

● Safety Threats and Inadequate Responses:
● Farmers threatened with vague “violations” of unwritten policies or leases and pressure

tactics to sign immediately lease/plot agreements or lose their plots for voicing their
concerns, specifically, African-Americans;

● Inadequate safety responses to critical farm issues;

These ongoing problems pose a severe threat to the community's well-being and must be addressed
immediately by the City of San Diego. Several New Roots farmers are facing immediate “eviction” for
failure to sign “leases” and releases with the CHCDC or pay arbitrary fees assigned by the CHCDC –
leases they cannot read or understand and fees they cannot afford. The above matters remain ignored
despite disclosure to City Council members and City departments which have been made aware of the
circumstances. We hope the City Council will take this matter seriously as time is of the essence, as is
the safety and well-being of individuals, as well as the integrity of the City of San Diego.

Sincerely,

New Roots Community Farmers Autonomy
Tenant Councils of San Diego
Democratic Socialists of America – San Diego
Bikes del Pueblo
Tech Workers Coalition San Diego
TEDxSanDiego
POC Fungi Community
UC San Diego "UCSD Action" Organization
Tierras Indigenas Community Land Trust
We All We Got San Diego
The People's Holistic Clinic
NiceNeighbors.org
Southern Sudanese Center of San Diego
Revolutionary Growers Garden
SURJ-SD Showing Up for Racial Justice
Aztlan Underground
People Over Profits SD
SDHS Gardening Club
Sudanese Community of San Diego
Arab American Civic Council



Sahar Abdalla / New Roots Community Farmers Autonomy
Fatima Abdelrahman / New Roots Community Farmers Autonomy
Kathryn Lee Boyd, Esq
Jacob Van Dehy
Chad Valasek
Peyton Wilson / Air quality scientist
Marcos Ramirez / Tenant Councils of San Diego, DSA San Diego
Hobson Lane / CTO, Tangible AI; Adjunct Professor Mesa College
Danny Garcia / Bikes del Pueblo
Frank Reina
Mitchell Kuhnert / Vista Teachers Association
L Song / Tech Workers Coalition San Diego
Nancy Relaford
Shauna McKenna
Dr. Scott T. Kelley, Ph.D. / Democratic Socialists of America
Fred Lefevre / TCSD
Skyler Dimora-Franklin
Xochitl Ozomatli Vázquez / MEChA de SDSU
Cassandra Henderson / UAW 2865
Abbey Carnell
Cynthia Luna
Heather Shaffer / Member, DSA San Diego
Audrey Jacobs / Curator of TEDxSanDiego
Casey Shirk / DSA
Ash Kuhnert / Tenant Councils of San Diego
Gabby M / Enero Zapatista Planning Committee
Kiana Requena-Robison / TCSD
Samar Abdalla / WOFP OMPP/ San Diego Inventors and Innovators Association
Courtney Moltzen
Lisa Bernardino
Brittany Sanchez
Esther Choi
Parnia V
Lynda Balloni
Tess Helsley
Nicole Liu
Carmela Prudencio
Andrea Cordoba
Noureldin Eltom/ Sudanese Community of San Diego
Kathryne Metcalf
Emily Yang
Erik B. Anderson / DSA/TCSD
Noah Geraci
Nicholas Pacetti
Rana Salman
Mario Ceballos / POC Fungi Community
Jonathan Chavez / PSL-SD
Christina Hambleton



Aketzali Velazquez / M.E.Ch.A. de SDSU
Francisco Manalo
Aubriel Duncan
life california / Student
Amanda Luansing
Solan Castro
Karen Richards
Katie Ruiz
Griffin Wolf
Alla Valdespino
Karina Valdespino
Rochelle Islas
Dara Vazan
Abdalla Adoma
Osman
Sara Abdalla / South Sudanese Community Center
Fernando Barrientos
Ananth Raghavan Subramanian
Mario Bardan Sarmiento
Maisa Adam
Tera Blackman
Charles Copeland
Stephen Arturo Greenlaw
Theresa Ortega
Ymoat Luna / Detention Resistance
Ariana Torres
Juan caro / Cpsc
Valeria Hutchings / Young Voices for Liberation (SDSU)
Chad Adapon / FreeShit Collective , AnakbayanSD , Asian Solidarity Collective
Jacqui Méndez / revolutionary feminist committee
Oren Robinson
Alita Orthea
Tafari Alan
Kirstin Curtis / Anakbayan SD
Veronica Uribe del Aguila
Ocean Hazho
Sahra mkoma / Harmonium
Erika Rodriguez / Democratic Socialists of America
Matthew Pendergraft / Bikes del Pueblo, Enero Zapatista
Layan Rami
Will Winters
Tamriljnan Abdulha
Tania / Cristal.Musica
Luis Ramirez
Jakob Richardson / San Diego DSA
gustavo gutierez
Tiger Gaines
Itzel Romero / Housing Organizer
Mike Geck



Aza ABDELAZIZ
Bothaina
Deanna Polk / TCSD
Jonathan Zapata / Aztecs for Socialism
Briana Wojcik
Eli Chung
Cailin Ann Rubic / AFT Local 1931
Luca Barton / TCSD
Amelia Enrique / Community Organizer
Ron Guo / Tenant Councils of San Diego
Lauren Manalo
Cody Mazzarella
Matthew Warren
Ryth Mendez
Idris Irihamye / Kentucky Student Environmental Coalition
Anjali Narayanan
Robert Chaparro
Jennifer Ochoa
Israel lopez / Bikes del Pueblo
Javier Mercado
Limon
Jonah Lounds
Meghan Traynor / UC San Diego "UCSD Action" Organization
Allison Baker
Jessica Watkins
gisele canche
Maurice Gant
Parisa Vega
Gabriela Medina
Jade Bentley
Jiapsi Gomez / Tierras Indigenas Community Land Trust
Alyssa Guzman
Salma Mohamed
Alex Browne / staticfiles
naomi flores
Noor Aljawad
April Naghavi
Krystle Johnson / We all we got san diego
Lesley Cook
Jennifer Frost Moreno / We All We Got SD
Stephanie Jed
Sarah Farouq
Ines Nefzi / San Diego Ballet
Elyde Arroyo / The People's Holistic Clinic
Mikay Parsons
Brisa Aviles / Tierras Indigenas Community Land Trust
Meli Moralws
Connor Bennett / DSA San Diego
Nate Bartley



Bernardo Mazon
Jasmine Lopez
Nichole Rocero
Martina Galvan / UCSD
Cristina Juarez
Trisha Ibarra
Fatima sheikh
Carolina Ramirez
Stacey Uy / Asian Solidarity Collective
Caroline Pockett
Miraya Carvajal
Idil Nunow /
Lisa Nguyen
Jay Goldberg / NiceNeighbors.org
J Ordaz
Janella davidson
Ruy Martinez / San Diego DSA
Tom Julstrom / Democratic Socialists of America
Amy Bonds
Maya Panicker / Second Chance
Duncan Hammitt / Bikes Del Pueblo
dayze dream / revolutionary growers garden
Alex Dorman
Mina Chuong / WeAllWeGotSD
Dan Tran
mariam Khamis
Eli King
Rachael McDaniel
Jules De Guzman
Nicole Le
Gil Schaeffer
Monica banuelos
Spencer
(Cat)herine Mendonça
Evan Cooper
Dana Flicker
Javier Guerrero
Debra Terry
Steph Rojas
Arlene Banuelos / Bikes del Pueblo
Christina Perry
Shay Johnson
Soane woodward
Mariela Flores
Alexis Luz / Revolutionary Growers Garden
Angelica Carrillo
Jesus Mendez Carbajal
Mike Stivers
Bryce Springfield / Princeton YDSA



Roberto Corona
kristina stahl
Erin evans / AFT 1931 / San Diego Mesa College
Giselle Cedillo
Natalia von hausen
Grace Rojas-Jimenez
Whitney Donahue
Bob Case
Anna Byers / SURJ San Diego
Andre Leon / TCSD
Rob Camacho
Yaoquizqui Mitlampteco
Sarah Guzman
Elizabeth Henderson
Maggie Frank-Hsu
Christopher Muñoz
Eleanor Pablo
Katharine Harrison / SanDiego350; Ridgeview neighborhood near the farm
Lyndsea Reed
Beau Reed
Anthony Flores
Joseph Ignacio
Simren Kaur / Sunrise San Diego - Campaign Lead, Three Sisters Gardens - Administrative Coordinator
Amy Huie / Cuyamaca College
Anne Sheridan
Carol Stephenson
Nancy Relaford / SURJ-SD Showing Up for Racial Justice
Yaotl Mazahua / Aztlan Underground
Janice Luna Reynoso
Juliet Phillips
Edward Garcia
Nadia Contreras / Cofounder, People Over Profits SD
Maria Elena Rico
Rique Ramirez
Augustin Dao / DSA
Engelberto Macías
Ivan Vazquez
Ezra James / SDHS Gardening Club
Bill Li
Anne Mudge
Raneen Vace / Arab American Civic Council
Rachel Almaraz
Diana Alfaro
Elizabeth Dimas
Diego Velazco
Leah Trieu
Mitzy Esquivel
Rique Ramirez
Mariyah Salat



Sarah Ali
Phyiola Gorina
Leah Oviedo
James Walker
Sarah Wozniak
Thein Moe / New Roots Community Farmers Autonomy
Gabe Hendrick
Christina Hankins
Christa Burrell
Anna Mook
Jaidacyn Madrigal


